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Lori Hoch, JD
Chief Operating Officer
Lori is responsible for the overall management of the firm
including operations, legal and compliance. Lori most
recently served as chief legal counsel and chief compli-
ance officer at a large regional investment management
company. She has over eight years of industry experience
and holds a BS in finance and political science from 
the University of Arizona, and a Juris Doctorate from the
University of Southern California.

Mark Merlet
Director - Institutional Sales
Mark leads Cortina’s institutional sales team and has over
10 years of investment industry experience. Previously,
Mark served as vice president and regional sales manager
at ABN AMRO Asset Management. He holds a BS in
finance from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

Joseph Frohna, CFA, CPA
CEO, Portfolio Manager
Joe lead manages Cortina’s Small Cap Growth strategy
with over eleven years of experience. Joe previously 
managed the nationally recognized First American Small
Cap Growth Opportunities Fund. He is a frequent commen-
tator on small cap investing. Joe holds a BBA from 
the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater and an MBA 
from the University of Michigan.

Brian Bies, CFA
Portfolio Manager
Brian co-manages Cortina’s Small Cap Growth strategy.
Previously, Brian served with Joe Frohna as the 
co-manager of the First American Small Cap Growth
Opportunities Fund and has over nine years of equity 
analyst experience. Brian holds a BSBA in finance and 
economics from Creighton University and an MBA from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Jennifer Hanson, CFA
Senior Equity Analyst
Jennifer covers the consumer sector including retail,
restaurants, gaming and leisure. She has over nine years of
industry experience and holds a BBA in Finance from the
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater.

John Potter, CFA
CIO, Portfolio Manager
John lead manages Cortina’s Small Cap Opportunity 
strategy with over eleven years of experience. John 
previously managed the First American Small Cap Select
Fund and the Marshall Mid Cap Value Fund. He is a frequent
commentator on small cap investing and holds a BBA 
in finance from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and
an MBA from the University of Chicago.

Thomas Eck, CFA
Portfolio Manager
Tom co-manages Cortina’s Small Cap Opportunity strategy.
Previously, Tom served with John Potter as the 
co-manager of the First American Small Cap Select Fund.
He has over seven years of industry experience including 
extensive research on health care and consumer product
stocks. Tom holds a BBA from Notre Dame and an MBA
from Marquette University.

Ryan Davies, CFA
Senior Equity Analyst
Ryan is responsible for coverage of the technology sector.
He has over eight years of industry experience including six
years as an equity analyst at a Silicon Valley firm. He holds
a BS from Indiana University.

MEET CORTINA’S TEAM
Our professionals focus exclusively on small cap investing, bringing broad and deep experience across 
market sectors. Every Cortina portfolio manager and analyst has an ownership stake in the firm.
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